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Geography (Social Sciences) and Storytelling

● “Creative re-turn” (Hawkins 2013, 2014) in 
Geography and Social Sciences 

● Peake and Sheppard 2014 

○ For whom work is being produced?

○ Who benefits? 

○ Who (or what) is left out?



Digital Storytelling 
● Digital stories can be created by people everywhere, 

on any subject, and shared electronically all over the 
world

● Internet as an audiovisual medium
● A repertoire of creative skills to enable people to tell 

their own unique stories



AR Technology - immerse the user

Augmented Reality - bring the machine out into the world



Journey With Me

● Five Syrian refugees in Vancouver - their journey 
here 

● Experienced based on movement and ‘illusion of 
choice’

● A story from A (home in Syria) to B (Vancouver) –
but what ‘choices’ were made?

● 4th year seminar GEOG 498 – Geographical 
Narratives of the Middle East



UBC Emerging Media Lab

Journey With Me: A Syrian Refugee Digital Storytelling Experience
Principal Investigator: Dr. Siobhán McPhee; Farhan Hussain (RA), Rose Cameron (RA), Sabrina Ge (PL) and Samantha Peng (RA & PL).   

Purpose
To evoke empathy and help students understand 
the emotional and mental consequences of the 
Syrian Civil War. 

GEOG 498 provides a critical analysis of the 
Middle East, but struggles to illustrate how the 
area and its citizens are significant for not only its 
politics, but their relationships and connections. 
Journey with Me helps to fill that gap. 

Background
Journey with Syrian refugees who have left their 
homes to start their life anew in Vancouver. 
Imagine having to leave everything you’ve ever 
known behind in pursuit of safety and stability. 

Experience some of the choices and lack of 
choices that define their ongoing journey. 

How it works
Joining content and form, students are forced to 
make choices or given a lack of choice. 

You’ll be prompted to move, wait, listen to audio, 
watch videos, among other instructions to 
progress the experience. 

Partner

Try it! 
1. Download “Explore AR” in your app store. 

It should look like the screen to the left when 
you open it. 

2. Click “SCAN CODE” on the bottom of the 
screen. Scan this QR code:   

3. Launch experience, then click the button on 
the top-left of the screen. 

4. Click “Tours”. 
5. Select “Journey with Me”.
6. To begin, make sure you’re sitting in a 

comfortable place. 
7. Enjoy! 

You must have: a mobile device, earbuds, Wifi to preload data, 
full batteries, location turned on. Optional: an external battery, a 
mobile data plan.
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Student experience 
● Empathy: “After completing the online “Journey with Me” experience I feel that I have obtained 

a deeper understanding and educated empathy for those who have live, or who have been 
raised in the various regions of the Middle East.”

● Place and connection: “The Journey With Me experience allowed me to feel a heightened 
sense of connection with the places that were featured in the narrative. The intimate knowledge 
and experiences that the storytellers shared grounded me in the places they were describing, 
and allowed me to catch glimpses of everyday life in these places. The stories often included 
sensory details, often relating to sound, that made the places come alive as I listened to the 
stories. I was able to piece together a sense of each place that the narrative visited.”

● Different lens – post colonial: “In a world that is seemingly preoccupied by the Western-
Eurocentric way of numerically quantifying the lives of people and places in the Middle East, this 
experience offered me, a long longed for, departure from that narrative. I was able to connect 
with the places the storytellers had travelled through, because instead of a detached “objective” 
narrative, I was given a personal and subjective description of how these places were 
experienced, such as Ibtisam’s love for her garden in Syria or Jana finding that the house in 
Jordan did not even have a spoon.”


